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the children, spouses and parents they left
behind. Let us never forget those who re-
turned, many disabled. If we can remember
these worthy veterans on Memorial Day, we
ought to honor them on Election Day. Let’s
do all in our power to put more upcoming Ed
Conroy’s in City Hall, on the County Coun-
cil, in our State House, and in the Congress.
We have the opportunity to do so with elec-
tions coming up in the Fall. They served us
so well in war—and they would do as well in
preserving the peace.

Our very own heroes—Bill Hickey in World
War II, Ed Conroy in Korea, and Captain Jim
Graham, Butch Joeckel, and John Clements
in Vietnam—they represent the best that
America has to offer. They are object lessons
themselves. They made history. Hopefully,
our young people will be inspired by their ex-
ample.

If America is to remain great, it may in-
deed depend on how well we continue to in-
spire our youth to excel. Our noted Sons of
Prince George’s County have shown the way.

Thank you—and God Bless America.
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IN RESPONSE TO THE NINTH CIR-
CUIT COURT OF APPEALS’ RUL-
ING ON THE PLEDGE OF ALLE-
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Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I am fortunate
to have many veterans residing in my district.
When I heard of the appalling actions of the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals—ruling that the
Pledge of Allegiance was unconstitutional—my
thoughts turned to them. We are a nation
standing strong today because those heroes
pledged their allegiance to America with their
lives, their tears and their sacred honor. What
must our troops in the field today think?

Our Country came into being through a
Declaration of Independence that acknowl-
edged that we are endowed by our Creator
with the unalienable rights of life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness. This is clearly an ac-
knowledgement in the very founding document
of this Nation that we are indeed ‘‘one Nation
under God.’’

When I conclude a constituent letter with
‘‘God bless America’’ is my action unconstitu-
tional? Should that be banned, too? I stand
with the tradition that allows the President to
put his hand on the Bible, pledge to protect
and defend the Constitution and conclude his
oath with the words of George Washington,
‘‘So help me God.’’

It is sad that at a time when our country is
at war and Americans have a renewed sense
of patriotism—and what allegiance to America
costs—this court is driving a wedge between
us with their absurd ruling. It is my fervent
hope that a common sense reading of the
Constitution will eventually prevail and that lib-
eral judges will end their war on religion in
America.

As countless American leaders of all polit-
ical stripes have said before me, God Bless
America.
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Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, today the lat-
est in a string of absurd court decisions was
handed down from a Federal Appeals Court in
San Francisco. This court decided that the
Pledge of Allegiance was unconstitutional and
cannot be recited in schools.

This is an unfortunate assault on America’s
tradition of recognizing the role of God in our
country’s life and as a foundation of our lib-
erties.

This most outrageous decision cannot and
will not stand. Our forefathers authored the 1st
Amendment to protect Americans from a ‘‘na-
tional church or national doctrine’’ not from the
Pledge of Allegiance. For far too often the
most liberal Members of our courts have
abused the 1st Amendment to remove any ac-
knowledgment of God or a higher being from
the Federal Government and our daily life.

I would simply remind my colleagues that
we sit in a chamber that has the words ‘‘In
God We Trust’’ engraved on the wall. From
the beginning of our Republic a higher being
has been acknowledged by this government
and the Pledge of Allegiance simply is con-
sistent with that history and tradition.

It is hardly comparable to note that the
Pledge of Allegiance is relative to the estab-
lishment of a national religion, church or doc-
trine.

The court in San Francisco is the most
overturned appeals court in the Nation. I am
confident that this decision will also be over-
turned, but to ensure that the Pledge of Alle-
giance continues to be observed I am intro-
ducing legislation to amend the Constitution to
ensure the Pledge of Allegiance is constitu-
tionally protected speech.
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, listen again to
the words we will hear this Fourth of July: ‘‘We
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness.’’

Given the recent Federal Court ruling about
the constitutionality of our pledge of alle-
giance, will the day come when a Federal
Court of these United States will not allow our
Declaration of Independence to be read or
posted on the walls of our schoolrooms across
this land? I pray not.

We must always be mindful that the moral
fiber of this Nation was built not upon the law
of man, but rather upon the law of God.

‘‘The longer I live, the more convincing
proofs I see of this truth,’’ said Benjamin
Franklin, ‘‘that God governs in the affairs of
men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the
ground without his notice—is it probable that
an empire can rise without his aid?’’

Throughout our Nation’s history we have
faced many challenges, fought many battles.
But from troubled times, we’ve gained greater
victories. To the American, trouble but fuels
our soul. Ignites our spirit. Trouble forges our
future’s strength. September 11th’s legacy will
be no different.

This Fourth of July, let us pause to give
thanks to the almighty—to remember, reclaim,
and rejoice in our national spirit born of revolu-
tion, our national quest.

In President Jefferson’s first inaugural ad-
dress, he called us ‘‘A rising nation, spread
over a wide and fruitful land, traversing all the
seas with the rich productions of their industry
. . . advancing rapidly to destinies beyond the
reach of mortal eye.’’

Mountaineers are always free. We live Jef-
ferson’s words. The spirits of Flood ravaged
West Virginians fan the flames of future’s
hope.

‘‘The God who gave us reason,’’ Jefferson
said, ‘‘did not ask us to forego its use.’’ And
truly America has taken his words to heart.
We pursue life, liberty and happiness in this
great Nation with great passion.

And so it should be.
Next January, our Nation will celebrate the

200th Anniversary of Jefferson’s legacy, the
Lewis and Clark Expedition, a national quest
that has inspired us ever since. Freedom
paves the path of our national quest.

As we face new economic realities in West
Virginia, we seek not only new industries, but
also new economies. From new infrastructure
to new technologies, we are working to build
a new and brighter West Virginia.

As we face the war on terrorism, we grieve
for the terrible toll it has already taken, the
lives of West Virginia’s precious sons and
daughters. Let us remember that their sacrifice
was for our quest not to falter or to fail, but
rather to set sail and soar.

The rights for which our founding fathers
and mothers so valiantly pledged their lives,
fortunes and sacred honors—and might I add
they did so, and I quote, ‘‘with a firm reliance
on the protection of divine Providence,’’—re-
quire the same from us in times of peace—
and in times of war.

Jefferson’s last letter, which was read on
July 4th 1826 in Washington, DC, the day he
would pass from this earth—concluded, ‘‘For
ourselves, let the annual return of this day for-
ever refresh our recollections of these rights
and an undiminished devotion to them.’’

Our national quest shall endure. We remain
a rising nation. The Fourth of July is our con-
stant reminder, and the good Lord, our con-
stant strength, despite what any court, judge,
or jurisdiction of this government says to the
contrary.
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to an outstanding indi-
vidual and dedicated public servant from the
State of Missouri. On July 26th, Vincent J.
Bilardo, Jr. will be ending his current assign-
ment from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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